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(57) ABSTRACT

A package for holding an article, the package includes a liner
and a construct attached to the liner. The liner includes an
interior space for holding an article. The construct includes
a plurality of panels that at least partially reinforce at a
portion of the liner. The plurality of panels includes a top
panel, a first side panel, a second side panel, and a bottom
panel. The construct further includes a dispenser comprising
dispensing features in at least one of the top panel and the
bottom panel for allowing removal of the article from the
package. The dispensing features include a dispenser panel
at least partially defined by a tear line in the construct and
for being at least partially removed to form a dispenser
opening.
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1
CARTON WITH OPENING FEATURE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Patent Application No. 61/965,492, filed Jan. 31, 2014.

INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE

The disclosure of U.S. Provisional Patent Application No.
61/965,492, which was filed on Jan. 31, 2014, is hereby
incorporated by reference for all purposes as if presented
herein in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

The present disclosure generally relates to packages for
holding products. More specifically, the present disclosure is
directed to packages having a reinforcing sleeve with an
opening feature for supporting and opening a bag.

SUMMARY

In one aspect, the present disclosure is generally directed
to a package for holding an article. The package comprises
a liner and a construct attached to the liner. The liner
comprises an interior space for holding an article. The
construct comprises a plurality of panels that at least par-
tially reinforce at a portion of the liner. The plurality of
panels includes a top panel, a first side panel, a second side
panel, and a bottom panel. The construct further comprises
a dispenser comprising dispensing features in at least one of
the top panel and the bottom panel for allowing removal of
the article from the package. The dispensing features include
a dispenser panel at least partially defined by a tear line in
the construct, the dispenser panel is for being at least
partially separated from the construct along the tear line to
form a dispenser opening.

In another aspect, the disclosure is generally directed to a
construct in combination with a liner. The combination
comprising the construct attached to the liner. The liner
comprises an interior space for holding an article. The
construct comprises a plurality of panels that at least par-
tially reinforce a portion of the liner. The plurality of panels
comprises a top panel, a first side panel, a second side panel,
and a bottom panel. The construct further includes a dis-
penser comprising dispensing features in at least one of the
top panel and the bottom panel for allowing removal of the
article from the combination. The dispensing features com-
prise a dispenser panel at least partially defined by a tear line
in the construct, the dispenser panel is for being at least
partially separated from the construct along the tear line to
form a dispenser opening.

In another aspect, the disclosure is generally directed to a
method of forming a package. The method comprises
obtaining a construct comprising a plurality of panels. The
plurality of panels comprises a top panel, a first side panel,
a second side panel, and a bottom panel. The construct
further comprises a dispenser comprising dispensing fea-
tures in at least one of the top panel and the bottom panel for
allowing removal of an article from the package. The
dispensing features comprise a dispenser panel at least
partially defined by a tear line in the construct. The method
further comprises attaching the construct to a liner, forming
an interior space at least partially defined by the plurality of
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panels, and forming a dispenser opening by tearing along the
tear line and at least partially separating the dispenser panel
from the construct.

Additional aspects, features, and advantages of the pres-
ent disclosure will become apparent from the following
description and accompanying figures.

Those skilled in the art will appreciate the above stated
advantages and other advantages and benefits of various
additional embodiments reading the following detailed
description of the embodiments with reference to the below-
listed drawing figures. It is within the scope of the present
disclosure that the above-discussed aspects be provided both
individually and in various combinations.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Various features, advantages and aspects of the present
invention may be set forth or apparent from consideration of
the following description of the invention, taken in conjunc-
tion with the accompanying drawings. Moreover, it will be
understood that the accompanying drawings, which are
included to provide a further understanding of the present
disclosure, are incorporated in and constitute a part of this
specification, illustrate various aspects, advantages and ben-
efits of the present disclosure, and, together with the fol-
lowing description, serve to explain the principles of the
present invention and disclosure. In addition, those skilled in
the art will understand that, according to common practice,
various features of the drawings discussed below are not
necessarily drawn to scale, and that dimensions of various
features and elements of the drawings may be expanded or
reduced to more clearly illustrate the embodiments of the
present disclosure.

FIG. 1 is an exterior plan view of a blank for forming a
carton according to a first embodiment of the disclosure.

FIG. 1A is an interior plan view of the blank of FIG. 1.

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of a carton formed from the
blank of FIG. 1 in a non-erected configuration according to
one embodiment of the disclosure.

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of a partially closed carton
formed from the blank of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3A is a perspective view of the carton formed from
the blank of FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the carton of FIG. 3A in
an open configuration.

FIG. 5 is an exterior plan view of a blank for forming a
carton according to another embodiment of the disclosure.

FIG. 5A is an exterior plan view of a liner according to
one embodiment of the disclosure.

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of a carton formed from the
blank of FIG. 5 in a non-erected configuration according to
one embodiment of the disclosure.

FIG. 7 is a perspective view of a sleeve formed from the
blank of FIG. 5.

FIG. 8 is a perspective view of the carton formed from the
blank of FIG. 5.

FIG. 9 is a perspective view of the carton of FIG. 8 in a
partially open configuration.

FIG. 10 is an exterior plan view of a blank for forming a
carton according to another embodiment of the disclosure.

FIG. 11 is a perspective view of a sleeve formed from the
blank of FIG. 10.

FIG. 12 is a perspective view of the carton of FIG. 11 in
a partially open configuration.
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Corresponding parts are designated by corresponding
reference numbers throughout the drawings.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EXEMPLARY EMBODIMENTS

The present disclosure generally relates to cartons and
packages for holding products, such as any suitable con-
sumer product that is suitable for holding in a package or bag
for quick access and use. Such products can include food
products such as popcorn, candy, and snacks for infants,
toddlers, children, or adults, or any other suitable food
product. Also, non-food items such as towelettes, wipes, or
any other suitable product, can be held in the package or bag.
Packages according to the present disclosure can accommo-
date articles or containers of numerous different shapes and
may also be used in microwave applications. In this speci-
fication, the terms “lower,” “bottom,” “upper,” “top,” “side,”
“front,” and “back” indicate orientations determined in
relation to fully erected cartons, and such terms are not
intended to limit the scope of the disclosure.

FIG. 1 is a plan view of an exterior surface 11 of a blank
13 for forming a sleeve 15 (i.e., construct) for holding or
being attached to a bag B or a liner 19 to reinforce a package
17 (FIG. 3), according to an embodiment of the disclosure.
The blank 13 has a lateral axis [.1 that extends generally in
the direction of the width of the blank and a longitudinal axis
L2 that extends generally in the direction of the length of the
blank. In the illustrated embodiment, the blank 13 has a top
panel 21 foldably connected to a first gusset side panel 25
and a second gusset side panel 27 along arcuate fold lines 33
and 35 respectively. The first gusset side panel 25 includes
two individual panel portions (i.e., first portion and second
portion) 25A, 25B foldably connected to one another along
lateral fold line 26. The second gusset side panel 27 includes
two individual panel portions (i.e., third portion and fourth
portion) 27A, 27B foldably connected to one another along
lateral fold line 28.

In one embodiment, a bottom panel 23 is foldably con-
nected to the second gusset side panel 27 at a third arcuate
fold line 37. As shown in FIG. 1, an attachment flap 31 is
foldably connected to the first gusset side panel 25 at a
fourth arcuate fold line 39. In one embodiment, the fold lines
33, 39 are spaced apart from and concave relative to lateral
fold line 26. Similarly, the fold lines 35, 37 are spaced apart
from and concave relative to lateral fold line 28. In alter-
native embodiments, the blank 13 can be otherwise shaped
and can have alternative panel, flap, fold line, and/or panel
portion arrangements. Furthermore, according to other
embodiments, the fold lines 33, 35, 37, and 39 may be
otherwise shaped, arranged, or configured and could be
convex relative to the respective top and/or bottom panels,
without departing from the disclosure.

According to one embodiment shown in FIGS. 1-4, the
reinforced package 17 further includes a dispenser 51,
including an outer dispensing feature 53 extending in the top
panel 21 of the blank 13 and an inner dispensing feature 55
extending in the bag B or liner 19. The reinforced package
17 can include various dispensing features without departing
from the disclosure. The outer dispensing feature 53 of the
dispenser 51 can include a dispenser panel 61 foldably
connected to the top panel 21 at lateral fold line 54 and
defined by a tear line 63 extending in at least the top panel
21. In one embodiment, the lateral fold line 54 can be
omitted and the dispenser panel 61 can be fully removed
without departing from the disclosure. The dispenser panel
61 can include an access tab 65 for gripping to initiate

29 <

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

tearing of the tear line 63. The dispenser panel 61 and access
tab 65 can be alternatively shaped, arranged, and/or posi-
tioned without departing from the disclosure.

Referring to FIG. 1, the inner dispensing feature 55 of the
dispenser 51 can include a cut line 67 extending in the bag
B or liner 19 and defining an inner dispenser panel 69 (see
FIG. 5A) that can be aligned with the outer dispensing
feature 53. The cut line 67 can be a generally continuous cut
in the liner 19 extending through the entire thickness of the
liner substantially along the entire length of the cut line 67.
The cut line 67 can have some polymer bridging, nicks, or
other formations weakly connecting the inner dispenser
panel 69 to the remainder of the liner 19 as a consequence
of imperfections in the cutting process or by design. The cut
line 67 can be formed in the bag B or liner 19 by a
software-driven laser cutting system or other laser system, a
rule die cutting tool or other mechanical cutting system, heat
stamping, or any other suitable method. The inner dispens-
ing feature 55 can be alternatively formed in the bag B or
liner 19 without departing from the disclosure.

In one embodiment as illustrated in FIG. 1A, the blank 13
includes adhesive regions 60 on the top panel 21, and bottom
panel 23, for receiving adhesive and being fixedly attached
to an exterior surface of the bag B. Additionally, the blank
13 can include an adhesive region 62 on the attachment flap
31 for receiving adhesive and being fixedly attached to an
interior surface of the back panel 23. The adhesive regions
60, 62 can be otherwise arranged, shaped, modified, or
omitted without departing from the scope of this disclosure.

As illustrated in FIG. 1, a plan view of an exterior surface
77 of the blank or liner material 19 for forming a bag B of
the reinforced package 17 is illustrated. The blank or liner
material 19 may include a top panel 79 foldably connected
to a first side panel 83 along a first fold line 84 and foldably
connected to a second side panel 85 along a second fold line
86. The first side panel 83 includes two individual panel
portions 83A, 83B foldably connected to one another along
lateral fold line 87. Similarly, the second side panel 85
includes two individual panel portions 85A, 85B foldably
connected to one another along lateral fold line 88. A bottom
panel 81 can be foldably connected to the second side panel
85 at a third fold line 89. An attachment panel 91 can be
foldably connected to the first side panel 83 at a fourth fold
line 92. In one embodiment, the inner dispensing feature 55
is defined by cut lines 67 in the top panel 79.

In one embodiment, the fold lines 84, 92 are spaced apart
from lateral fold line 87. Similarly, the fold lines 86, 89 are
spaced apart from lateral fold line 88. In alternative embodi-
ments, the liner 19 can be otherwise shaped and can have
alternative panel, flap, fold line, and/or panel portion
arrangements, for instance, the bottom panel 81 may be
foldably connected to the first side panel 83 and the attach-
ment panel 91 may be foldably connected to the second side
panel 85 without departing from the disclosure. Further-
more, according to other embodiments, the fold lines 84, 86,
89, and 92 may be otherwise shaped, arranged, or configured
and could be segmented fold lines or arcuate fold lines
without departing from the disclosure.

In one embodiment, at least a portion of the liner 19 may
have an element (not shown) for use in cooking, heating,
browning, and/or shielding (e.g., a microwave energy inter-
active element, such as, but not limited to, a susceptor)
mounted thereto. The susceptor may be of flexible susceptor
material. Further the susceptor could be solid or patterned
without departing from the spirit of the disclosure.

In one exemplary method of forming the blank 13 into the
reinforced package 17, the top panel 21 of the blank 13 is
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first placed on the exterior surface of the bag B or liner 19.
The outer dispensing feature 53 is aligned with the inner
dispensing feature 55 as illustrated in FIG. 1 such that the
outer dispensing feature 53 circumscribes the inner dispens-
ing feature 55. The top panel 21 and dispenser panel 61 are
then adhered to the bag B or liner 19 at adhesive regions 60.
The bottom panel 81 and the portion 85A of side panel 85
may be folded along fold line 88, and the attachment panel
91 and the portion 83A of the side panel 83 may be folded
along fold line 87, such that the bottom panel 81 is over-
lapped and/or brought into registration with the attachment
panel 91. On of the ends 71, 72 of the bag B (FIG. 3) can
be sealed along the edges to form a bag with one open side.
Alternatively, both ends 71, 72 may remain open without
departing from the disclosure. The blank 13 may be folded
about fold lines 26, 28 (e.g., concurrently with the liner or
after the folding of the liner 19) to create a reinforcing sleeve
formation. For example, attachment flap 31 may be over-
lapped and/or brought into registration with the bottom
panel 23 such that the bottom panel 23 at least partially
overlaps the attachment flap 31 and is attached to the
attachment flap 31 at adhesive region 62 as illustrated in
FIG. 1A. During this sequence, the blank 13 or reinforcing
sleeve is attached to the bag B through adhesive regions 60.

Upon folding the bottom panel 23 and attachment flap 31,
a reinforcing package 17 exists in a first, non-erected posi-
tion (e.g., substantially flat or semi-flat position), as illus-
trated in FIG. 2. In this first position, the individual panel
portions 25A, 25B, 27A, and 27B may be generally or at
least partially in face-to-face registration. The first, non-
erected position illustrated reduces and/or minimizes a vol-
ume of an interior space 42 of the bag B such that the
reinforced package is in a non-erected or semi-flattened
state. The non-erected state may facilitate easy stacking of a
plurality of packages into, for example, a shipment container
and subsequent organization at a destination facility. How-
ever, as illustrated in FIG. 2, the non-erected state may still
facilitate the filling of the interior volume at least partially
with a product. Thereafter, the interior volume 42 may be
sealed in any feasible manner.

Upon receipt of a reinforced package 17 in the first,
non-erected position (with or without a sealed interior
volume), the individual panel portions 25A, 25B, 27A, and
27B may be flexed or positioned to form first and second
sides 29, 30 of the package in a second, erected position of
the package as illustrated in FIGS. 3-4. The second, erected
position, increases and/or maximizes a volume of the inte-
rior space 42. Other intervening states of the package 17
including intermediate states whereby the package is not
fully erected are also applicable according to some embodi-
ments. Furthermore, automatically erecting reinforced pack-
ages 17 are also applicable, for example, if bag B is filled
with an expanding food product such as popcorn which
expands when heated to at least partially form side panels
25, 27 during the cooking process.

As shown in FIG. 4 the dispenser 51 can be opened by
grasping the access tab 65 of the dispenser panel 61 and
tearing the dispenser panel 61 and inner dispenser panel 69
along tear lines 63 and 67 to form a dispenser opening 131.
Product (not shown) can be removed from the dispenser
opening 131 by a consumer. Alternatively, the dispenser 51
may comprise one or more dispenser and dispenser openings
or the dispenser could be otherwise configured to have one
or more openings of other shapes and sizes. Further, the
dispenser 51 could alternatively include one or more dis-
penser panels to allow the user to remove containers through
dispenser opening(s) in the side panels without departing

10

20

25

30

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

from the disclosure. Also, the dispenser 51 could comprise
one or more dispenser panels that comprise at least a portion
of the bottom panel 23 without departing from the disclo-
sure.

FIGS. 5-9 illustrate an alternative embodiment of the
disclosure that is similar to the previously described embodi-
ment, with like or similar features having like or similar
reference numbers. FIG. 5 is a plan view of an exterior
surface 111 of a blank 113 and a liner 119 for forming a bag
19 of the reinforced package 117. The top panel 121 may
have an access cutout 118 aligned with and for access to the
access tab 65. The liner 119 may be attached to the blank 113
and formed into a package or alternatively the liner 119 may
be preformed into a bag 19 before the blank 113 is attached.
The bag 19 may have a sealed end 114, an open end 116 or
any combination thereof.

As illustrated in FIG. 5A, a plan view of an exterior
surface 177 of the liner material 119 for forming a bag 19 of
the reinforced package 117 is illustrated. The liner material
119 may include a top panel 179 foldably connected to a first
panel 183 along a first fold line 184 and a second panel 185
along a second fold line 86. In one embodiment, the inner
dispensing feature 55 is defined by cut lines 67 in the top
panel 179 of the liner 119.

In another exemplary method of forming a blank 113 into
the reinforced package 117, the blank 113 may be folded
about fold lines 26, 28 such that the attachment flap 31 is
overlapped and/or brought into registration with the bottom
panel 23 and adhered to the bottom panel 23 to create a
reinforcing sleeve formation 15. A bag 19 may be formed by
folding the first panel 183 and the second panel 185 along
fold lines 184, 86, respectively, to be in face-to-face contact.
Alternatively, the bag 19 may be preformed and inserted into
the sleeve and the outer dispensing feature 53 of the top
panel 121 may be aligned with the inner dispensing feature
55 of the bag 19 such that the outer dispensing feature 53
circumscribes the inner dispensing feature 55. The reinforc-
ing sleeve 15 may be attached to the bag 19 with adhesive
(not shown),

Upon folding the bottom panel 23 and attachment flap 31,
a reinforcing package 117 exists in a first, non-erected
position (e.g., substantially flat or semi-flat position), as
illustrated in FIG. 6. In this first position, the individual
panel portions 25A, 25B, 27A, and 27B may be generally or
at least partially in face-to-face registration. The first, non-
erected position illustrated reduces and/or minimizes a vol-
ume of an interior space 42 of the bag B. However, as
illustrated in FIG. 6, the non-erected state may still facilitate
the filling of the interior volume at least partially with a
product. Thereafter, the interior volume 42 may be sealed in
any feasible manner.

Upon receipt of a reinforced package 117 in the first,
non-erected position (with or without a sealed interior
volume), the individual panel portions 25A, 25B, 27A, and
27B may be flexed or positioned to form first and second
sides 29, 30 of the package in a second, erected position of
the package as illustrated in FIG. 8. The second, erected
position, increases and/or maximizes a volume of the inte-
rior space 42.

As shown in FIG. 9 the dispenser 51 can be opened by
grasping the access tab 65 through the cutout 118 and tearing
the dispenser panel 161 and inner dispenser panel 69 along
tear lines 63 and 67 to form a dispenser opening 131.
Product (not shown) can be removed from the dispenser
opening 131 by a consumer. Alternatively, the dispenser 51
may comprise one or more dispenser and dispenser openings
or the dispenser could be otherwise configured to have one
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or more openings of other shapes and sizes. Further, the
dispenser 51 could alternatively include one or more dis-
penser panels to allow the user to remove containers through
dispenser opening(s) in the side panels without departing
from the disclosure. Also, the dispenser 51 could comprise
one or more dispenser panels that comprise at least a portion
of the bottom panel 23 without departing from the disclo-
sure.

FIG. 10 is a plan view of an exterior surface 211 of'a blank
213 for forming a sleeve 215 (FIG. 11) for holding a portion
of liner material 219 for forming a bag in a reinforced
package 217 (FIGS. 11-12), according to an embodiment of
the disclosure. In the illustrated embodiment, the blank 213
has a top panel 221 foldably connected to a first side panel
225 along a first fold line 233. A bottom panel 23 is foldably
connected to the first side panel 225 at a second fold line
237. A second side panel 227 is foldably connected to the
bottom panel 23 along a third fold line 235. The second side
panel 227 may have an arcuate notch 230 along the free edge
241. As shown in FIG. 10, an attachment flap 231 is foldably
connected to the top panel 221 along a fourth fold line 239.
In alternative embodiments, the blank 213 can be otherwise
shaped and can have alternative panel, flap, fold line, and/or
panel portion arrangements. Furthermore, according to other
embodiments, the fold lines 233, 235, 237, and 239 may be
otherwise shaped, arranged, or configured without departing
from the disclosure.

As shown in FIGS. 10-12, the reinforced package 217
further includes a dispenser 251, including outer dispensing
features 253a, 2535 extending in the blank 213, inner
dispensing feature 255a, 2556 extending in the bag 24 or
liner 219. The reinforced package 217 can include various
dispensing features without departing from the disclosure.
The outer dispensing features 253a, 2535 are tear lines that
define a dispenser panel 261 foldably connected to the first
side panel 225 at lateral fold line 233.

In one embodiment, the dispenser panel 261 has a first
portion 272 and a second portion 273. The first portion 272
is in the attachment flap 231 and defined by the edge 265 of
the blank 213, the oblique portions 275a, 275b of the tear
lines 253a, 2535, respectively, and a portion of the lateral
fold line 239. The second portion 273 is in the top panel 221
and is at least partially defined by the oblique portions 275a,
275b of the tear lines 253a, 2536 in the top panel, longitu-
dinal tear lines 291qa, 2915, and portions of fold lines 239,
233. The dispenser panel 261, including one or more of the
first portion 272 and the second portion 273, could be
otherwise shaped, arranged, configured without departing
from the disclosure.

In one exemplary embodiment shown in FIGS. 10-12, the
outer dispensing features 253a, 2535 are parallel and spaced
apart from the inner dispensing feature 255a, 25556 along at
least a portion of the respective tear lines as illustrated in
FIG. 10. In other embodiments, the outer dispensing features
253a, 2535 and the inner dispensing features 255a, 2556 can
be generally aligned or collinear. The reinforced package
217 can be assembled from blank 213 by initially adhering
the liner 219 to the blank 213 and folding the second side
panel 227 along fold line 235 and folding the attachment flap
231 along fold line 239 so that the attachment flap 231
overlaps the second side panel 227. The attachment flap 231
can be secured in face-to-face contact by adhesive applied
either to the interior surface of the attachment flap 231 or to
the exterior surface of the second side panel 227. As shown
in FIG. 11, the side panels 225, 227 can be positioned
relative to the top panel 221 and the bottom panel 23 to form
a generally open-ended tubular sleeve 215 at least partially
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forming the interior space. The tubular sleeve can be filled
with product (not shown) prior to closing the ends 71, 72 of
the reinforced package 217, or one of the ends can be closed
prior to loading the product. Once the product is loaded, the
ends 71, 72 of the liner 219 can be closed to form the closed
reinforced package 217.

As shown in FIG. 12, the dispenser 251 can be opened by
grasping the first portion 272 of the dispenser flap and
tearing the dispenser panel 261 along respective portions
275a 275b, 2914, and 2915 of tear lines 253a, 2535 and tear
lines 255a, 25556 in the liner 219 to form the dispenser
opening 131. Products can be removed from the dispenser
opening 131 by a consumer. Alternatively, the dispenser 251
may comprise one or more dispenser and dispenser openings
or the dispenser could be otherwise configured to have one
or more openings of other shapes and sizes. Further, the
dispenser 251 could alternatively include one or more dis-
penser panels in the first side panel 225 to allow the user to
remove containers through dispenser opening(s) in the other
side panel without departing from the disclosure. Also, the
dispenser 251 could comprise one or more dispenser panels
that comprise at least a portion of the bottom panel 23
without departing from the disclosure.

In one embodiment, the liners 19, 119, and 219 may be
formed of generally permeable material. The liner material
can comprise paper, Kraft paper, laminated paper or any
other suitable paper material without departing from the
disclosure. Alternatively, the liner material could comprise a
non-permeable material or layers of material and can com-
prise any suitable material which is relatively flexible and
relatively fluid impervious. Alternatively, the liner material
can comprise plastics such as polyethylene, polypropylene,
polyethylene terephthalate, polystyrene, poly vinyl chloride,
or any other suitable material without departing from the
disclosure.

In the illustrated embodiment, the blanks 13, 113, and 213
can comprise any material which is relatively rigid such as
paperboard, clay-coated paperboard, solid bleached board
(SBB) paperboard, solid bleached sulphate (SBS) paper-
board, Kraft line paperboard, or any other suitable material
without departing from the disclosure.

Generally, as described herein, bags can be formed from
a bag stock material, although various plastic or other bag
materials also can be used, and can be lined or coated with
a desired material. The reinforcing cartons described herein
can be made from a more rigid material such as a clay-
coated natural haft (“CCNK”). Other materials such various
card-stock, paper, plastic or other synthetic or natural mate-
rials also can be used to form the components of the
packages described herein.

The blank according to the present disclosure can be, for
example, formed from coated paperboard and similar mate-
rials. For example, the interior and/or exterior sides of the
blank can be coated with a clay coating. The clay coating
may then be printed over with product, advertising, price
coding, and other information or images. The blank may
then be coated with a varnish to protect any information
printed on the blank. The blank may also be coated with, for
example, a moisture barrier layer, on either or both sides of
the blank. In accordance with the above-described embodi-
ments, the blank may be constructed of paperboard of a
caliper such that it is heavier and more rigid than ordinary
paper. The blank can also be constructed of other materials,
such as cardboard, hard paper, or any other material having
properties suitable for enabling the carton to function at least
generally as described above. The blank can also be lami-
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nated to or coated with one or more sheet-like materials at
selected panels or panel sections.

In accordance with the above-described embodiments of
the present disclosure, a fold line can be any substantially
linear, although not necessarily straight, form of weakening
that facilitates folding there along. More specifically, but not
for the purpose of narrowing the scope of the present
disclosure, fold lines include: a score line, such as lines
formed with a blunt scoring knife, or the like, which creates
a crushed portion in the material along the desired line of
weakness; a cut that extends partially into a material along
the desired line of weakness, and/or a series of cuts that
extend partially into and/or completely through the material
along the desired line of weakness; and various combina-
tions of these features. In situations where cutting is used to
create a fold line, typically the cutting will not be overly
extensive in a manner that might cause a reasonable user to
incorrectly consider the fold line to be a tear line or other line
of disruption.

As an example, a tear line can include: a slit that extends
partially into the material along the desired line of weakness,
and/or a series of spaced apart slits that extend partially into
and/or completely through the material along the desired
line of weakness, or various combinations of these features.
As a more specific example, one type tear line is in the form
of a series of spaced apart slits that extend completely
through the material, with adjacent slits being spaced apart
slightly so that a nick (e.g., a small somewhat bridging-like
piece of the material) is defined between the adjacent slits
for typically temporarily connecting the material across the
tear line. The nicks are broken during tearing along the tear
line. The nicks typically are a relatively small percentage of
the tear line, and alternatively the nicks can be omitted from
or torn in a tear line such that the tear line is a continuous
cut line. That is, it is within the scope of the present
disclosure for each of the tear lines to be replaced with a
continuous slit, or the like. For example, a cut line can be a
continuous slit or could be wider than a slit without depart-
ing from the present disclosure.

The above embodiments may be described as having one
or more panels adhered together by glue during erection of
the carton embodiments. The term “glue” is intended to
encompass all manner of adhesives commonly used to
secure carton panels in place.

The foregoing description of the disclosure illustrates and
describes various embodiments of the present disclosure. As
various changes could be made in the above construction
without departing from the scope of the disclosure, it is
intended that all matter contained in the above description or
shown in the accompanying drawings shall be interpreted as
illustrative and not in a limiting sense. Furthermore, the
scope of the present disclosure covers various modifications,
combinations, alterations, etc., of the above-described
embodiments that are within the scope of the claims. Addi-
tionally, the disclosure shows and describes only selected
embodiments of the disclosure, but the disclosure is capable
of use in various other combinations, modifications, and
environments and is capable of changes or modifications
within the scope of the inventive concept as expressed
herein, commensurate with the above teachings, and/or
within the skill or knowledge of the relevant art. Further-
more, certain features and characteristics of each embodi-
ment may be selectively interchanged and applied to other
illustrated and non-illustrated embodiments of the disclosure
without departing from the scope of the disclosure.
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What is claimed is:
1. A package for holding an article, the package compris-
ing:
a liner and a construct attached to an exterior of the liner,
the liner comprises a flexible material and an interior
space for holding an article, and
the construct comprises a rigid material and a plurality

of panels that at least partially reinforce at a portion
of the liner, the plurality of panels comprises a top
panel, a bottom panel, a first side panel foldably
connected to the top panel along a first fold line and
foldably connected to the bottom panel along a
second fold line, and a second side panel foldably
connected to the top panel along a third fold line and
foldably connected to an attachment panel along a
fourth fold line, the bottom panel extending between
the first side panel and the second side panel, and the
first fold line, second fold line, third fold line, and
fourth fold line are each arcuate; and

a dispenser comprising dispensing features in at least one
of the top panel and the bottom panel for allowing
removal of the article from the interior space, the
dispensing features comprise a dispenser panel at least
partially defined by a tear line in the construct, the
dispenser panel is for being at least partially separated
from the construct along the tear line to form a dis-
penser opening.

2. The package of claim 1, wherein the dispenser panel is

a first dispenser panel and the tear line is a first tear line; and
the dispensing features comprise a second dispenser panel in
the liner at least partially defined by a second tear line.

3. The package of claim 2, wherein the first dispenser
panel and the second dispenser panel are aligned.

4. The package of claim 3, wherein the first dispenser
panel and the second dispenser panel are in face-to-face
contact.

5. The package of claim 2, wherein the first tear line is
spaced apart from the second tear line.

6. The package of claim 2, wherein the first tear line and
the second tear line are arcuate, and the first tear line
circumscribes the second tear line.

7. The package of claim 2, wherein the first dispenser
panel is at least partially defined by a fold line in the at least
one of the top panel and the bottom panel.

8. The package of claim 7, wherein the first tear line
extends between respective ends of the fold line.

9. The package of claim 7, wherein the fold line has a
width less than the width of the top panel so that the fold line
is spaced apart from edges of the construct.

10. The package of claim 7, wherein the fold line connects
the one of the top panel and the bottom panel to one of the
first side panel and the second side panel.

11. The package of claim 1, wherein the dispenser panel
comprises an access tab.

12. The package of claim 1, wherein the first side panel
comprises a first portion foldably connected to a second
portion along a fifth fold line, and the second side panel
comprises a third portion foldably connected to a fourth
portion along a sixth fold line.

13. The package of claim 1, wherein the first dispenser
panel comprises an access tab, the top panel comprises a free
edge with a notch, and the access tab extends to the free
edge.
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14. A package for holding an article, the package com-
prising:
a liner and a construct attached to the liner,
the liner comprises and an interior space for holding an
article, and
the construct comprises a plurality of panels that at
least partially reinforce at a portion of the liner, the
plurality of panels comprises a top panel, a first side
panel, a second side panel, and a bottom panel, and
a dispenser comprising dispensing features in at least one of
the top panel and the bottom panel for allowing removal of
the article from the package, the dispensing features com-
prise a dispenser panel at least partially defined by a tear line
in the construct, the dispenser panel is for being at least
partially separated from the construct along the tear line to
form a dispenser opening, wherein
the first side panel is foldably connected to the top panel
along a first fold line and foldably connected to the
bottom panel along a second fold line, the second side
panel is foldably connected to the top panel along a
third fold line and foldably connected to an attachment
panel along a fourth fold line, and
the attachment panel is in face-to-face contact and
adhered to the bottom panel.
15. A package for holding an article, the package com-
prising:
a liner and a construct attached to an exterior of the liner,
the liner comprises a flexible material and an interior
space for holding an article, and
the construct comprises a rigid material and a plurality
of panels that at least partially reinforce at a portion
of the liner, the plurality of panels comprises a top
panel, a first side panel foldably connected to the top
panel, a second side panel foldably connected to the
top panel, and a bottom panel foldably connected to
at least one of the first side panel and the second side
panel and extending between the first side panel and
the second side panel, and
a dispenser comprising dispensing features in at least one
of the top panel and the bottom panel for allowing
removal of the article from the interior space, the
dispensing features comprise a dispenser panel at least
partially defined by a tear line in the construct, the
dispenser panel is for being at least partially separated
from the construct along the tear line to form a dis-
penser opening and wherein the dispenser panel com-
prises an access tab that extends into one of the first
side panel and the second side panel.
16. A construct in combination with a liner, the combi-
nation comprising:
the construct attached to an exterior of the liner,
the liner comprises a flexible material and an interior
space for holding an article, and
the construct comprises a rigid material and a plurality
of panels that at least partially reinforce a portion of
the liner, the plurality of panels comprises a top
panel, a bottom panel, a first side panel foldably
connected to the top panel along a first fold line and
foldably connected to the bottom panel along a
second fold line, a second side panel foldably con-
nected to the top panel along a third fold line and
foldably connected to an attachment panel along a
fourth fold line, the bottom panel extending between
the first side panel and the second side panel, and the
first fold line, second fold line, third fold line, and
fourth fold line are each arcuate; and
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a dispenser comprising dispensing features in at least one
of the top panel and the bottom panel for allowing
removal of the article from the interior space, the
dispensing features comprise a dispenser panel at least
partially defined by a tear line in the construct, the
dispenser panel for being at least partially separated
from the construct along the tear line to form a dis-
penser opening.
17. The combination of claim 16, wherein the dispenser
panel is a first dispenser panel and the tear line is a first tear
line; and the dispensing features comprise a second dis-
penser panel in the liner at least partially defined by a second
tear line.
18. The combination of claim 17, wherein the first dis-
penser panel and the second dispenser panel are aligned.
19. The combination of claim 18, wherein the first dis-
penser panel and the second dispenser panel are in face-to-
face contact.
20. The combination of claim 17, wherein the first tear
line is spaced apart from the second tear line.
21. The combination of claim 17, wherein the first tear
line and the second tear line are arcuate, and the first tear line
circumscribes the second tear line.
22. The combination of claim 17, wherein the first dis-
penser panel is at least partially defined by a fold line in the
at least one of the top panel and the bottom panel.
23. The combination of claim 22, wherein the first tear
line extends between respective ends of the fold line.
24. The combination of claim 22, wherein the fold line has
a width less than the width of the top panel so that the fold
line is spaced apart from edges of the construct.
25. The combination of claim 22, wherein the fold line
connects the one of the top panel and the bottom panel to one
of the first side panel and the second side panel.
26. The combination of claim 16, wherein the dispenser
panel comprises an access tab.
27. The combination of claim 16, wherein the first side
panel comprises a first portion foldably connected to a
second portion along a fifth fold line, and the second side
panel comprises a third portion foldably connected to a
fourth portion along a sixth fold line.
28. The combination of claim 16, wherein the first dis-
penser panel comprises an access tab, the top panel com-
prises a free edge with a notch, and the access tab extends
to the free edge.
29. A construct in combination with a liner, the combi-
nation comprising:
the construct attached to the liner,
the liner comprises an interior space for holding an
article, and

the construct comprises a plurality of panels that at
least partially reinforce a portion of the liner, the
plurality of panels comprises a top panel, a first side
panel, a second side panel, and a bottom panel, and

a dispenser comprising dispensing features in at least one
of the top panel and the bottom panel for allowing
removal of the article from the combination, the dis-
pensing features comprise a dispenser panel at least
partially defined by a tear line in the construct, the
dispenser panel for being at least partially separated
from the construct along the tear line to form a dis-
penser opening, wherein

the first side panel is foldably connected to the top panel
along a first fold line and foldably connected to the
bottom panel along a second fold line, the second side
panel is foldably connected to the top panel along a
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third fold line and foldably connected to an attachment
panel along a fourth fold line, and
the attachment panel is in face-to-face contact and
adhered to the bottom panel.
30. A construct in combination with a liner, the combi-
nation comprising:
the construct attached to an exterior of the liner,
the liner comprises a flexible material and an interior
space for holding an article, and
the construct comprises a rigid material and a plurality
of panels that at least partially reinforce a portion of
the liner, the plurality of panels comprises a top
panel, a first side panel foldably connected to the top
panel, a second side panel foldably connected to the
top panel, and a bottom panel foldably connected to
at least one of the first side panel and the second side
panel and extending between the first side panel and
the second side panel, and
a dispenser comprising dispensing features in at least one
of the top panel and the bottom panel for allowing
removal of the article from the interior space, the
dispensing features comprise a dispenser panel at least
partially defined by a tear line in the construct, the
dispenser panel for being at least partially separated
from the construct along the tear line to form a dis-
penser opening and the dispenser panel comprise an
access tab that extends into one of the first side panel
and the second side panel.
31. A method of forming a package, the method compris-
ing:
obtaining a construct comprising a rigid material and a
liner comprising a flexible material, the construct com-
prising a plurality of panels, the plurality of panels
comprises a top panel, a bottom panel, a first side panel
foldably connected to the top panel along a first fold
line and foldably connected to the bottom panel along
a second fold line, a second side panel foldably con-
nected to the top panel along a third fold line and
foldably connected to an attachment flap along a fourth
fold line, the first, second, third, and fourth fold lines
are each arcuate; and a dispenser comprising dispens-
ing features in at least one of the top panel and the
bottom panel for allowing removal of an article from
the package, the dispensing features comprise a dis-
penser panel at least partially defined by a tear line in
the construct;
attaching the construct to an exterior of the liner;
forming an interior space of the package at least partially
defined by the plurality of panels, the bottom panel
extending between the first side panel and the second
side panel and being spaced apart from the top panel to
define the interior space; and
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forming a dispenser opening by tearing along the tear line
and at least partially separating the dispenser panel
from the construct.

32. The method of claim 31, wherein the dispenser panel
is a first dispenser panel and the tear line is a first tear line;
and the dispensing features comprise a second dispenser
panel in the liner at least partially defined by a second tear
line.

33. The method of claim 32, wherein the method further
comprises aligning the first dispenser panel and the second
dispenser panel.

34. The method of claim 33, wherein the first dispenser
panel and the second dispenser panel are in face-to-face
contact.

35. The method of claim 32, wherein the first tear line is
spaced apart from the second tear line.

36. The method of claim 32, wherein the first tear line and
the second tear line are arcuate, and the first tear line
circumscribes the second tear line.

37. The method of claim 32, wherein the first dispenser
panel is at least partially defined by a fold line in the at least
one of the top panel and the bottom panel.

38. The method of claim 31, wherein the first side panel
comprises a first portion foldably connected to a second
portion along a fifth fold line, and the second side panel
comprises a third portion foldably connected to a fourth
portion along a sixth fold line.

39. A method of forming a package, the method compris-
ing:

obtaining a construct, the construct comprising a plurality

of panels, the plurality of panels comprises a top panel,
a first side panel, a second side panel, and a bottom
panel, and a dispenser comprising dispensing features
in at least one of the top panel and the bottom panel for
allowing removal of an article from the package, the
dispensing features comprise a dispenser panel at least
partially defined by a tear line in the construct;
attaching the construct to a liner;

forming an interior space of the package at least partially

defined by the plurality of panels; and

forming a dispenser opening by tearing along the tear line

and at least partially separating the dispenser panel
from the construct, wherein

the first side panel is foldably connected to the top panel

along a first fold line and foldably connected to the
bottom panel along a second fold line, the second side
panel is foldably connected to the top panel along a
third fold line and foldably connected to an attachment
panel along a fourth fold line, and

the attachment panel is in face-to-face contact and

adhered to the bottom panel.
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